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Now, there is nothing1 extraordinary in all
these extracts: we find equally noble and
inspiring sentiments in our national songs.
The " Bande Mataram," the " Amar Desh/'
and the " Hindustan Hamara/' all breathe
the same spirit. The point is that they
should be taught systematically by text-
books and by word of mouth, in schools
and in school hours. " There are people/'
says Compayre, the writer of one of these
text-books, " who say, ' One does not learn
to love one's country/ They deceive
themselves/' he retorts; " one learns to
love one's country as one learns every-
thing else. Nor is it sufficient to love
one's country. It is also necessary to
know why one loves her. Only through
such knowledge can patriotism rest on a
sound basis/'

Thus by instruction the ideal of devotion
to the Fatherland is implanted and fostered
in the hearts of the youth of France; and
upon this foundation is reared the super-
structure of the various duties which
patriotism entails.

Be it said to the credit of the French
text-book writers that they do not fail to
caution their youthful readers " against the
spirit of chauvinism, warning them, for